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I. Contest between army aand civiliar elements S political couirsl of
country seems entering critieal stage.
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A. Army Chief Fasutiom has smbitious plsas for greater policy role
in government, wishes imcrussed number officers sssigned to
key szecutive, legislative, diplommtic poats,

Recent (5 Deceamber) ieting detveen Sukarno asd cabinset appareatly

failed to satisfly sray's hopess,

A, participants decided against st least one
of Masution's plass--appeintive legislative sests,

Fasution is im fact likely te fmee imcreasingly stiff apposition

from diverss mources.

A, Communists, other pelitical parties, anéd Alr Foros and Navy
chiefs =11l epposing him in verious ways,

Biggest guestion mark, as usual, is President Sulkarao,

A. Distinct danger that Buknrrao may eventually see im:fasution’s
increasing stature a threst to his own pre-eminence, snd elther

remove or curb him,

Thailand-Cambodia
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Yerbal war between Thailand and Cambodia, following diplomatic bresil
1ate Novehber, has agaiz reached high piteh,
A. PBreak in relations, initiated by Cambodis over critical Thai
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press articles,

B, Thailand now issisting on full reinstatsnent of anbassadors
and return of some 30 kiduapped Thai natiomals,

sarshal Sarit of Thailsnd spparently fisding dispute convenient imtee

to unify his followers.
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A, Csmbodia's action came at time Sarit was under threat of rising
factionalisn amoug politically smbitious followers,
III. Thailand's belligerent attitude, which incindes streagtheaing oi

25X1
patrols on clesed border, raises danger of shobting incidents,
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